
Greek Characters and Other Special Characters for the Web 

 

Overview 

 

This document explains different methods to enter a Greek and other special characters 

for an XML file and web form entry. 

 

Handling Special Characters for XML 

 

To handle special characters in the XML string one must enter the decimal character 

reference. The following is an example on how to enter the alpha symbol (). 

 

<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?> 

<Submission xmlns:xsi="http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance”> 

 <GreekChracter>&#945; </GreekChracter> 

</Submission> 

 

The following table is the decimal character reference for special characters. 

Special Characters HTML Decimal 

Latin small f with hook = function = florin ƒ &#402; 

Greek capital letter alpha Α &#913; 

Greek capital letter beta Β &#914; 

Greek capital letter gamma Γ &#915; 

Greek capital letter delta Δ &#916; 

Greek capital letter epsilon Ε &#917; 

Greek capital letter zeta Ζ &#918; 

Greek capital letter eta Η &#919; 

Greek capital letter theta Θ &#920; 

Greek capital letter iota Ι &#921; 

Greek capital letter kappa Κ &#922; 

Greek capital letter lambda Λ &#923; 

Greek capital letter mu Μ &#924; 

Greek capital letter nu Ν &#925; 

Greek capital letter xi Ξ &#926; 

Greek capital letter omicron Ο &#927; 

Greek capital letter pi Π &#928; 

Greek capital letter rho Ρ &#929; 

Greek capital letter sigma Σ &#931; 

Greek capital letter tau Τ &#932; 

Greek capital letter upsilon Υ &#933; 

Greek capital letter phi Φ &#934; 

Greek capital letter chi Χ &#935; 



Special Characters HTML Decimal 

Greek capital letter psi Ψ &#936; 

Greek capital letter omega Ω &#937; 

Greek small letter alpha α &#945; 

Greek small letter beta β &#946; 

Greek small letter gamma γ &#947; 

Greek small letter delta δ &#948; 

Greek small letter epsilon ε &#949; 

Greek small letter zeta ζ &#950; 

Greek small letter eta η &#951; 

Greek small letter theta θ &#952; 

Greek small letter iota ι &#953; 

Greek small letter kappa κ &#954; 

Greek small letter lambda λ &#955; 

Greek small letter mu μ &#956; 

Greek small letter nu ν &#957; 

Greek small letter xi ξ &#958; 

Greek small letter omicron ο &#959; 

Greek small letter pi π &#960; 

Greek small letter rho ρ &#961; 

Greek small letter final sigma ς &#962; 

Greek small letter sigma σ &#963; 

Greek small letter tau τ &#964; 

Greek small letter upsilon υ &#965; 

Greek small letter phi φ &#966; 

Greek small letter chi χ &#967; 

Greek small letter psi ψ &#968; 

Greek small letter omega ω &#969; 

infinity ∞ &#8734; 

 

Handling Special Characters for Web Form Entry 

 

To enter a special character on a web form entry, one can either select Special 

Characters link, if provided, and choose from the table or enter it by using the ASCII 

code. You can enter special characters using the keyboard by entering the ASCII code 

decimal number while pressing on the ALT key. For example, to enter the alpha symbol 

() one would key in 224 while pressing on the ALT key, then release. 

 

Unlike the XML string, one cannot enter the HTML decimal code into the web form 

field. For example, the decimal code &#945 is translated as an alpha symbol () when 

entered in the XML string, but in the web form field the code is translated literally. 



 

The following table lists the ASCII code for special characters. 

Special Characters Symbols ASCII Decimal 

Greek small letter alpha α 224 

Greek small letter beta β 225 

Greek capital letter gamma Γ 226 

Greek small letter pi π 227 

Greek capital letter sigma Σ 228 

Greek small letter sigma σ 229 

Greek small letter mu μ 230 

Greek small letter tau τ 231 

Greek capital letter phi Φ 232 

Greek capital letter theta Θ 233 

Greek capital letter omega Ω 234 

Greek small letter delta δ 235 

infinity ∞ 236 

null  237 

 


